INDIAN IDEALS IN CONTEMPORARY
LITERATURE
At a time when nations of the West are
worshipping mammon and the military
machine, it is a relief to find that there are
groups of earnest men and women who find
inspiration in the wisdom of India's scriptures
and India's sages. " We are all wrong," writes
an eminent Frenchman, " about what is happi-
ness and what is good. The most generous
souls are all wrong, too, because silence and
solitude are too often 'denied them ". As a
small but significant book, "The Way of
Poetry," edited by John Drinkwater, says:
" In crowded streets flowers never grow. But
many there have died away."
India's sages have been lovers of silence;
and they have sung their scriptures away from
'crowded streets,' in the solitudes of forests
and streams and hills and mountains. Europe
and America have glorified the cults of power
and pride, and trampled upon the Sermon on
the Mount. Europe and America need a new